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ate one Sunday evening, mid-way through
work to extend their kitchen, Emily and

Angus received a knock on the door from the
neighbours in the flat above, who had noticed
their floor was dropping downwards. “We can
laugh about it now,” =avs Emily, “but at the time
it was anvthing but funny. There were a few
unforeseen sethacks like that while we were extending, but
now the work is finished we can say it was all worthwhile.”

Having rented flats in the Kilburn area of London,
Emilv and Angus discovered Finsbury Park while staving
with friends in nearby Holloway. *It was a new area for us and
we loved how vibrant it was,” recalls Emily. "We viewed a lot
of properties that were the finished article, but we wanted
to be able to do the work ourselves so that we could create
a home exactly to our tastes. When this place cameup and
we saw it had a garden, we knew it was the right fit.’ The
couple had viewed so many Victorian terraces before this
one, that they had a clear vision for how it could be improved.
‘I knew from the outset that we would extend back into the
garden and out into the side return,’ adds Emilv.

A kitchen/dining/living space was to be housed in the
new extension, with bi-fold doors providing access to the
garden for indoor-outdoor entertaining. “We wanted an
open space and to get away from the small rooms you often
find in Victorian houses,” sayvs Emily. ‘For us, there was no
reason to have a separate kitchen and living space’ A
bedroom that was previously located at the rear of the
property was moved to the former living room at the front,
as the couple no longer needed a separate living space

Because it was their first home-improvement project,
Emily and Angus enlisted the services of Build Team, a firm
that offers a complete design and build service. ‘It was
attractive tous to have one company doing all of the work:,
rather than having to deal with individual teams,’ says »

Above Instead of extending to fill the
whole side return, a courtyard garden
was included to provide natural light to
the kitchen and bedroom behind
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Emily. *We might do things differently if we were to tackle

another project, but at the time, and in the absence of any
recommendations from friends and family, it was the best
option.’ The company drew up plans that realised Emily’s

ideas and they were able to navigate the planning process
amoothly, despite the flat being in a Conservation Area.

Due tothe layout of the flat, the couple knew they
wouldn't be able to extend all the way along the side return
and, instead, had touse some of the space to createa
courtyard that would allow daylight into the other rooms.
‘It has created an L-shaped, open-plan space, which works
really well for us,’ continues Emily. “This helps to define
different zones for living, dining and cooking.’ Rather than
adding a flat roof to the side-return extension, Build Team
introduced architectural interest and light to the space
with a pitched roof featuring three large rooflichts. With
building work commencing just four months after they
maoved in, Emily and Angus took a microwave and a fridge
they found on Gumtree into the spare bedroom to act as
amakeshift kitchen. *There was no way we could afford
to move out and rent somewhere else, sowe had to make
do. says Emily. ‘T had no idea how far dust travels!*

A series of unforeseen setbacks delayed the build
slightly, including issues with the Party Wall agreement.
‘It was quite stressful,’ recalls Emily. “With flats above and
to either side - some leasehold and some freehold - it
was afrustrating process getting everybody to agree to
the work.’ There were also issues with drainage and the

Before, the flat had a cramped, dark kitchen
and no link to the garden {abowe), 5o Emily
and Angus extended to the rear and partialy
intz the side retum with a modern design
(below). Angus built the pizza oven himself

Tspent a lot of time on Pinterest looking at
painted Ritchens before I chose this shade’

Above As the
ceiling in the
kitchen is lower,
the couple opted
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than wall units, to
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aforementioned slipping ceiling in the flat above, which
required scaffolding to prop it up. With all the obstacles
overcome, the structural work was finished in December
2015, two months later than initially planned.

When it came to decorating the space, the couple
were influenced by their love of Scandinavian design,
but opted to incorporate both traditional and industrial
touches, too. An exposed brick wall in the living space
was constructed using reclaimed London stock bricks,
with Emily asking the builder to create a ‘messy’ finish.
For the kitchen, Emily and Angus splashed out on marble
worktops but saved money by buying units from [kea,
hand-painting them in a blue-grey shade, and adding
stainless-steel door handles. ‘] spent a lot of time on
Pinterest looking at painted kitchens before [ chose the
right shade,’ says Emily. 'l had to be sure it would wark
well in different lights.” Reclaimed timber was used onthe
floors throughout, finished to match the original Victorian
floorboards. As they'd lived in furnished flats before,
the couple had to acquire a lot of furniture quite quickly,
mixing modern and antique pieces to create a homely feel.

FOR STOCKIST INFORMATION SEE PAGE 167

‘As soon as the project was finished [ started thinking
about what we could do next, says Emily. “We're happy with
the flat now, sowe’'ll stay here until we have a family and then
think about moving so we can doit all again - but maybe
without having to prop up the neighbour’s flat next time!” @

THE COSTS AND CONTACTS

Building work, including ¢ Painting and decorating
axtension, bi-fold doors : E600
and windows
Kitchen and appliances ’
£3,500 g

: : Design and construction
ASTRiLTe : Build Team, 020 7495 B561,
£3 ,DDID‘ { buildteamuoom

i Kitchen lkea

Marble worktops . Worktops Carrara Marble
and fitting ! Flooring Authentic
£1,800 i Reclamation
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