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A GUIDETO

lorraced homes

Cramped and unwelcoming home in need of a revamp? Your terrace could
benefit from an overhaul. Get advice and take inspiration from these projects

significant part
of the UK housing
stock is made up

of terraced period homes
with lots of character and
appeal. These dwellings can,
however, be a challenge to
modern family living, with
tight spaces and inflexible
closed-off layouts. As a
result, terraces are prime
candidates for upgrades,
often taken on by builders
and architects up and down .
the country for remodelling. f
You can successfully
bring a terraced house into
the 2lst century even when
presented with common
issues like access to the
rear of the building and
planning restrictions.
Government rules on
extending allowances have
helped to make things easier
for homeowners: permitted
development meaning
there’s usually no need to
seek consent for certain
types of extensions and
conversions. Bear in mind
that these rules don’t apply
to properties with listed
building status and those
within a Conservation Area,
though: if you’re unsure, it’s
always best to check with
your local authority. Ready
to get started? Our guide
will help you decide what
to do - plus be inspired by
three homeowners who have
taken on their own projects.
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Caspar Williamson, Kelly Bray and

their daughter, Margot, extended
ictorian terraced flat to

provide more entertaining space

‘We bought our home in 2017 and
after living there for two years and
undertaking alot of DIY projects to
save money, we enlisted Build Team
to help us reorganise and extend the
two-bedroom property, says Caspar.
‘Our kitchen and living rooms were
small. Because we had a large garden,
our friends often came round, which
was fine in the summer - but it was
difficult to entertain in the winter.

“The work started in October
and finished exactly three months
later - we had a hard deadline
because we couldn’t rent for longer
than that. [ was able to be on site
every day and [ think that helped
speed things up because I could
make decisions quickly. Kelly and
I had a few plans we had to scale
back in order to stick to our budget,
such as foregoing underfloor heating
and using fewer Velux windows.
Looking back, we’re quite glad we
did because the space is exactly
the right temperature now in the
summer and the winter, too.

‘When we mentioned we wanted
to extend, Build Team suggested we
add a pitched roof. Because we’re a
ground floor flat, it would bring more
light into the space and give a sense
of amuch larger room. We went out
by four metres and so had to seek
planning consent, but it’s made all
the difference. We really wanted a
bigger living space and an extra
single room.

‘We saved money by reusing
some of our old kitchen and buying
the extra units. When we first moved
in we installed a patio, so once we
finished the extension we were able
to reuse the paving in the courtyard
area, too. We feel like we're living in

b every day: even the simple
things, like having breakfast together
before I take Margot to nursery, feel
really special.’

COSTS & CONTAC

Project cost £60,000

Design and build Build Team,
0207 495 6561, buildteam.com

PITCH UP

If you're extending, pitched
roof structures give more
height and create a greater
sense of space. They can help
create a distinction between
the older and newer property,
or can be matched to the
existing roof form. A new
pitched roof can add extra
usable space for a mezzanine
level and is great for water
runoff. Do bear in mind,
though, that they may take
longer to install and could

be more costly than a
flat-roofed version.

PROTECTED STATUS
Buildings that are listed
or that fall within a
Conservation Area have
special architectural or
historic interest. They fall
under a protected status,

so if this applies to you,
you'll need to gain special
permission in order to make
any changes to the external
and internal elements of the
building. It's best to speak to
your local planning authority
should you wish to update

a property that falls under
one of these categories.

PERMITTED
DEVELOPMENT

You can perform certain
works without needing
planning permission for
most terraced houses (for
exceptions, see ‘Protected
status’) under permitted
development (PD) rights,
though this doesn’t apply
to flats or maisonettes.
Single-storey rear extensions
are permitted within a depth
of 3m and a height of 4m,
and must not exceed more
than 50 per cent of the land
around the original house;
this differs for side-return
extensions (see ‘On side’,
p.79). A new fast-track
approval process for
double-storey extensions is
now in place, too. Head to
realhomes.com/planning-
permission for more details.

NATURAL LIGHT

Getting light into the former
rear section of an extension
is important. However,
careful planning for glazing
is essential: a space with
too much of it can create
uncomfortable temperatures
in the winter and in the
summer. A good balance
through careful positioning
and the use of modern
double-glazed and gas-filled
units with low U-values will
ensure year-round use.

*
ey ]

3 Bt
Ry

A
v

oo
'

I NN
\\\§§§?&Q“W““\§\§§§‘
iy i

i
I
iy %ai\nuﬁ il

--i*;.! W
S

REALHOMES.COM |




